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Kent Public Library Programming Policy

The Kent Public Library is committed to serving the cultural, educational, recreational, and informational needs of our community by providing dynamic programming. Our mission is to create a setting in which every individual from any background has equal opportunity to enhance his or her personal, professional, and emotional development.  We work to offer programs, both virtual and in person, which are engaging, inspiring, and educational for toddlers, young children, teenagers, adults, and seniors.  Programs represent the wide range of ideas and views contained in the library’s collection, respond to a topical issue or popular trends and are planned to meet the needs of the community.  Library sponsorship does not constitute or imply an endorsement of its content by the library.  

Restrictions or guidelines on programs (i.e. 1 to 3 years old for toddler programs) will be listed with event details when relevant. See our “Safe Child Policy” for guidelines regarding leaving children at programs without an adult caregiver.  In general, if a child under the age of 10 is attending a program, a parent or caregiver must be in the building.  

 Many programs require advance registration for planning purposes, or when space is limited.  For very popular programs, preference in registration may be given to Kent residents.  

No fees may be charged to people attending library programs except with the approval of the Library Director.  Writers, performers and artists may sell their own work at library programs, subject to the approval of the Library Director.  The performer or their designee must handle the sale of these items.  The Friends of the Library may sell items at library programs which they sponsor. 

The library reserves the right to use video recording or photographs taken of program participants for internal use or social media. 

Programs should be cultural, educational, recreational, or informational in nature, and not for the solicitation of business.  The presenter may leave business cards for participants to pick up after the program should anyone be interested contacting the presenter at a later date.  Program participants cannot be required to sign in or add their names to an email contact list.  Lists of registered attendees are not provided to the program presenter.  

In order to maintain an environment conducive to the purpose of the program:


All attendees must comply with the library’s Code of Conduct.

Persons shall not be allowed to enter meeting rooms once the legal occupancy limit has been reached. 


The library does not permit: 



Actions which will block access or egress to library premises or create safety hazards.  

Actions which would disrupt a program or obscure a presenter from the audience’s view or prevent the audience from hearing the presenter

Any use of force or violence damaging to property or threatening or intimidating to any person or group.  

Failure to comply with these regulations may result in expulsion from a library program or facility and/or suspension of library privileges.  

Programs may be canceled for a number of reasons, chiefly severe weather, absence of the presenter, or low registration.  Cancellations will be posted on the library calendar, website and social media.  For programs with advance registration, registrants will be contacted directly, primarily via email.  Canceled programs are not automatically rescheduled.  

Patrons who question a library program should first discuss their concern with a program coordinator or the Library Director. Many misunderstandings are resolved at this level.   Patrons who would like to proceed to the next step and formally request that a program be canceled or discontinued may fill out a  “Request for Reconsideration of a Library Program” form, available at the circulation desk.  To be considered, the complainant must 1) be a resident of Kent, and 2) fill out the form in full.  After the form is completed and returned, the Library Director will present the request to the Board of Trustees.  No action shall be taken before the challenge is brought before the Board.  All requests will be considered unless the program in question has been the subject of a challenge within the previous two years and deemed suitable to continue.  
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